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Presidents Message
Gloria Weisgram

Our USC Annual Meet is fast approaching. Mike Swanson
will be driving in from Ft. Lupton to do the honors and I
hope we can provide him with some nice swallows to judge.
Awards for the show are as follows:  Champion and Reserve
swallow, Best Silesian, Best Fullhead, Best Fairy, Best
Thuringer spot and Fullhead, and Best Young Bird. If there
are entries by a junior there will be a Best Junior Bird.

Pairs of auction birds have already been donated by Bob
Benson, Nate Wayne and Perry Mueller. If you would like to
donate contact Bob Benson or myself. Please be aware that the
Des Moines Show is being held a week later than in past years
and in a different location. This years show date is December
12 and 13. I hope to see you all there. Please try and attend if
you can.

Results of the voting for officers and standard are complete
and I want to congratulate Bill Jr. and his crew for the accep-
tance of the new Thuringer standard that they put together. I
had only one member who felt there were some issues that
could have been addressed a little better. I think the response
to the new standard is very good. We now have a great tool to
use as we breed our Thuringers. We can expect continued
improvements with these birds.

We have some new additions to our officer line up for 2004.
I think they are positive changes that will take us forward and
help build our membership base. Merle Starr will lead this
new team. He was chosen as president and is eager to be
involved. I think he will do a nice job and he did a wonderful
job as Eastern Director.  Congratulations Merle! Perry Mueller
is the new vice president and it is nice to have him back on
board as an officer. Perry was the Central District Director for
many years and he is a very active member. Elliot Yeske was
elected to remain the secretary and he has done a wonderful
job keeping track of money and band orders. By the way,
don’t forget to renew your membership and order your bands
in Des Moines.  John Taupert remains the director of the
Canadian district, Dave Holloway is the new Director for the
west, Bob Benson remains the Central District Director, and
we had a volunteer for the position in the east. Alan Smith,
who runs the Rochester Show was a write in and received
votes. Congratulations to our new group! I know the club is in
good hands.

Lastly, I want to thank all of the officers and members I
worked with the past two years. Dick Baker, our publicity
director did so much for our club in the way of articles and
support. Thank you Dick for all your time and help. Elliot is

just the best secretary a club can hope to have. His books are
always in order and messages accompanied all of his state-
ments for the bulletins. I would like to thank directors Bob,
John, Leon, and Merle for all of their help in their respective
districts. Your articles, correspondence and calls helped our
club run smoother. Usually Vice presidents are not too active
but Bill Jr. took charge of putting together our new standard.
Thank you Bill. Tim Starr volunteered to be our election
commissioner and tabulated all of our voting. Your help was
appreciated Tim. Mike Swanson was elected by his peers to
head up the judging program and he has a good start to
getting this back on track. Thank you Mike! A special thank
you to Gary Romig, our club artist and bulletin editor. I feel
we really have something special every time I receive a bulle-
tin. In know how much work goes into this process and I
want you to know Gary, that I appreciate it very much!

Have a good Holiday and Best of Luck to you, your families
and your birds in 2004!

Secretaries Message
Elliot Yeske

   Hello all enclosed is a membership list please look at
your due dates and mail your renewals to me soon. Some
members have let their memberships lapse by several
months this will be their last newsletter. Be sure to check
your date. Show season is here and we should have a real
nice show in Des Moines this year. It will be nice to see
Mike Swanson judge again. There should be some types of
birds there that he has not judged before.

 I want to thank Gloria Weisgram our out going president
for all she did for the club. She made my job easier and was
always there to help me with any trouble I ran into.

 The new club bands should be coming soon as I mailed
our last payment to the NPA today. Bands are still 25 cents
each and $3.00 for postage and the mailer. Clean leg
breeders please try and buy all of your bands from the USC
this year as we had to order 1,000 bands this year and if the
club can’t sell most or all of them we may not be able to
offer clean leg bands anymore. Club dues are still $10. I
know I will see alot of you at Des Moines and many
members renew at the show and also order their bands.
Muffed bands again this year we have 2,000 and they sell
out fast so get your orders in soon to me.

 I hope to see many of you at Des Monies and good luck
to all at the shows you attend.



Eastern Districts Shows
 Merle Starr

The United Swallow Club had it‚s first show in the Roches-
ter N.Y area. As some of the older swallow members  know
that Rochester was one of the top swallow breeding areas of
the states back in the early 1900‚s thru the early 1960‚s  This is
also where M. Frank Cook lived when he painted his famous
swallow paintings along with many other pigeon breeds.

 I want to congratulate Dick Baker and Alan Smith of the
Rochester Pigeon club for all their efforts to make their first
show the success that it was . Sixty swallows entered and I

think 58 actually shown .
This was a  first time for
most all the breeders that
showed swallows. Most of
the birds were of very
good quality. Most all the
birds would have been
rated at least one grade
higher had they been
trimmed and in better
show condition. (triming
and broken muff) .

I want to thank Dor-
othy Baker (Dicks wife)

for writing all the comments I gave for each individual. All
cards were completely filled on the back side with all the good
points as well as the bad points. I do not know how she went
through five hours of judging

When it was all over we had two HS awarded birds. The
best swallow was a silver barless  silesian hen  owned by Bob
Fragoman.  Reserve champion went to Dick Baker with a
silver check Silesian hen. I want to congratulate both of these
gentlemen on their fine looking swallows.

We will be having our Eastern District in conjuction with
the  Reading/Lancaster Pigeon clubs in January 8th thru
the11th at the Lancaster Host Resort. As I understand it, there
will be a 50% rebate. This should help all the clubs that are
showing with Reading/Lancaster pigeon clubs.

 I have asked Tim Starr to judge . He and i will not show
under these circumstances. I have talked with most eastern
club members and they are planning on showing.

 I want to thank all the members that voted for me to be the
next president of our fine club . We have a proud history to
keep going . All the past officers have done very commendable
jobs in their tenures in office . I only hope that I can fill their
shoes. This will not be an easy task for me.. I have talked with
most directors, and will contact the others soon.

A Visit to the Pageant of Pigeon
by Nate Wayne

I received an invitation from my good friend Bill Lawson to
accompany him to the Pageant this year.  It was a surprise for
a couple of reasons.  Not that I had a friend or even that
someone would invite me.  No one was sure the quarantine
would be lifted and then most of the cages owned by the
LAPC were destroyed by the terrible fires they recently had in
Southern California.

The LAPC was able to overcome both of those obstacles
and host a fine show.  Bill and I arrived as usual late on Wed.,
as the show set up was finishing.  I did not enter any birds but
Bill did so we cooped
his birds and left for
the evening.  On
Thursday birds have to
be in by noon so there
is a great deal of
activity.  I was disap-
pointed some friends
were not at the show
this year but pleasantly
surprised others were.
Thursday night we
were invited to a small
gathering at Bill
Griebel’s house.  Bill
has made several nice
changes to his lofts.
(Rebuilding, painting, cement work and landscaping.)

On Friday, the judging of the Color Pigeons was done by
Steve Ball assisted by George De La Nuez.  Of course I paid
particular attention to the Swallows.  There was a nice group
of Thuringer Spots entered by Jay Beals, Bill Griebel Sr. and
Dave Holloway.  The Silesians were mostly blue black bar
entered by Bill Griebel Sr.  There was only one Fullhead
entered.  The Fairy classes were the most interesting with
black white bar, red and yellow white bar, blue white bar and
spangles.  Steve and George did a good job judging and it was
particularly nice to see Steve again although on a limited basis.

I did have two observations regarding the Swallow entry.
The black white bars appeared to me to be the strongest class.
They had very good color, type, crest and muff.  The hearts
and bars could be improved.  Secondly, I have noticed in
recent shows that show winners (including my own) appear
not to have “medium to low station” and instead are more
upright.

Friday night was the traditional banquet and it was very well
attended this year.  Saturday was spent trying to catch up with
old friends and seeing which items for sale I couldn’t live
without.  All birds were released at five pm and we left for
home.

I always enjoy going to the Pageant.  After all, in late
November a few days in San Bernardino are much better than
a few days in Minnesota.  I appreciate it is a difficult time of
year for some of you to attend or in some cases have birds in
show condition.  If you have never attended I encourage you
to do so.  Every year the LAPC members and others work
hard to make this a great show.

Thanks again to all my friends for making this an enjoyable
time.

Black W/B Fairy:  Bill Griebel Sr.

Red White Bar
Thuringer Wing
Pigeons Owned
by Perry Mueller

Champion at the Rochester Show: Silver
Barlesss Silesian OH owned by Bob
Fragoman.



Coslovicit, Rocky
3092 Cottonwood Way
Medicine Hat, Alberta
TIB-4J6 Canada
1-403-526-3906
01/05

Dauner, Georg
Hoherweg 6
87700 Memmingen-Eisenburg
Germany
01/04

DeClement, Ron
11179 Olde Princess Anne Rd.
Princess Anne, MD 21853
01/04

Dobson, Ross
1408 Boyd St.
Cornwall, ON
K6J 1X1
Canada
613-938-2869
Ross.Dobson@pc.gc.ca
01/04

Dorothy, Wayne
12055 California St
Yucaipa, CA 92399
aohams@surfbest.net
09/03

Fish, Robert
85 West 1st St.
Corning, NY 14830
607-937-1923
01/04

Fragoman, Robert
Box 157
Memphis, NY 13112
315-689-7753
mban@juno.com
01/04

George, Krystina
HC61 Box 15-B
Grundy, VA 24614
01/04
Junior Member

Greibel Jr. Bill
3610 Whitestone Dr.
Pearland, TX 77584
281-489-2169
william.griebel@sbcglobal.net
01/04

Griebel, Sr. Bill
12032 Rio Hondo Pkwy.
EL Monte, CA 91732
626-448-8565
griebel@worldnet.att.net
01/05

Harding, Larry
2108 36th Ave.
Longview, WA 98632
360-577-8531
01/04

Harris, David C.
23901 Stottlemeyer Rd NE
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-7860
dharris39@att.net
01/04

Harris Jr., Justin
4250 Sunset Dr.
Martinsville, VA 24112
276-638-7223
01/04

Holloway, David
30255 NW Evergreen
Hillsboro, OR 97124
01/04

Hornung, Ted
820 Wisconsin St.
Oswego, KS 67356
hornung@oswego.net
01/05

House, Norm
1915 138th
Dorr, MI 49323
616-681-0057
shouse@msn.com
01/04

Jakubowshi, Robert R.
8707 White Fawn Trail
Rockford, MI 49341
fawnlofts@email.msn.com
01/04

Jett, Dale
18 Old Quarry Ln.
Litchfield, Il 62056
01/04

Jopp, John
2655 Navajo Ave.
Watertown, MN 55388
952-955-3186
01/05

Kimmel Andy
103 Poplar Dr.
Kulpmont, PA 17834
01/04

Kocken, Ben
Noordparallelweg 32
NL-570
AX Helmond
Netherlands
01/04

Kohnemann, Julia
Albert Schweitzer Str 8
76316 Malsch
Germany
01/04

Kolman, John
77 High Road
Middletown, CT 06457
megafleet911@yahoo.com
01/04

Kreher, Rudi
Pestalozzistr 4
64839 Munster
Germany
01/04

Kress, Gerald
W9971 Beechnut Dr.
Wautoma, WI 54982-7014
920-787-1498
pigeonpl@vbe.com
01/04

Lacy, Vergil
641 Pine St
Medford, OR 97501
01/04

Lawson, William
693 Montecito Blvd
Napa, CA 94558
707-226-2121
billrlawson@yahoo.com
01/04

Jeffrey Lewis
1683 Oak Orchard Rd.
Albion, New York 14411
EMBDEN@AOL.COM

Albrecht, Rich
Rt 2 Box 56A
McAlester, OK 74501
918-423-8497
Albrecht@cwis.net
01/04

Angevine, Howard
815 Pleasant St.
Attleboro, MA 02703
508-222-4179
hange@prodigy.net
01/04

Bailey, Frank
21506 E. Lost Lake Rd.
Snohomish, WA 98296
306-668-1371
bailey.frank@verizon.net
01/04

Baker, Herbert
3313 Wayne Center Rd.
Lyons, NY 14489
baks@eznet.net
01/05
Junior Member

Baker, Richard
3313 Wayne Center Rd.
Lyons, NY 14489
baks@eznet.net
01/05

Ball, Steve
6379 Jamieson Ave.
Encino, CA 91316
s4nature@aol.com
01/05

Baxter, Robert
849 Hickory Lane
Middletown, PA 17057
showbo@paonline.com
05/03
Benson, Robert E.
5 Fareway Dr.
Northfield, MN 55057
507-645-7230
01/04

Best, Horst
Birkenhof
65812 Bad Soden/Neuenhain
Germany
01/04

Brennan, Dan
1050 Moselem Spring Rd
Hamburg, Pa 19526
Dan1BRE50@aol.com
01/05

Brown, Larry
7413 S 53rd St.
Omaha, NE 68157
01/05

Coapman, Scott
528 Turnpike Rd.
Cayuga, NY 13034
315-253-9065
pigeonguy69@aol.com
01/04

Colletti, Gus
4409 Oak Beach Assoc.
Oak Beach, NY 11702
631-422-0999
01/04

Cook, Maholu
295 Bridge St.
Corning, NY 14830
01/04

Licht, Bernd
54149 R.R. 205A
Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta
T8L-3MO Canada
780-998-4976
berndl@telus.net
01/05

Meyer, Andreas
Hauptstrabe 187
09430 Drebach
Germany
meyer.a.drebach@gmx.de
01/04

Larry Morrison
8925 Harmon Hill Rd.
Fredonia, New York 14063

Mueller, Perry
9836 Coventry St.
St Louis, MO 63123
314-631-3772
perrynsusie@att.net
01/04

Natflenmiller, Erwin
Schlossleweg 7
87789 Worringen
Germany
01/04

Neuhofer Jr. Peter
Kleinihenstr 24
1502 Anthering
Austria
01/04

Nelson, Jud
1505 Pebble Court
Grove, OK 74344-4305\918-786-
3885
JMJK@gcinet.net
01/05

Norgaard, Rick
13681 North Yellow Stone
Pocatello, ID 83202
208-238-0633
tyheelofts@attlobal.net
01/04

Person, Charles
17578 Pearland Sites Rd
Pearland, TX 77584
281-489-0256
05/04

Pfiffner, Guido
Site 1 Box 40 R.R. 3
Ponoka, Alberta
T4J-1R3 Canada
403-230-7805
rusie@telsplanet.net
01/05

Pilchar, Bob
site 175 Box 2 RR #1
Brandon, Monitoba
R7A-5Y1 Canada
402-727-5270

Ripper, Stephen
1195 W Sawmill Rd
Quakertown, PA 18951
srip@enter.net
01/04

Roelofs, Wout
Baron d’Osystr. 22
NL-6602
BL Wijchen
Netherlands 01/04

Romig, Gary
PO Box 641
Jerome, AZ 86331
928-639-1516
gromig@sedona.net
01/04

The United Swallow Club Membership



Roth, Josef
Eichenweg 6
88353 Kiesslegg
Germany
01/04

Rucker, A.
135 Washington Ave.
Little Ferry, NJ 07643
01/04

Smith, Penny
2967 State Route 36
Jasper, NY 14855
607-792-3562
drytown@infoblvd.net
01/04

Saporito, Rudolph
41 Concord Lane
Staten Island, NY 10304
718-351-9471
R.sapa11@aol.com
01/04

Schipper, Hans
Nijverdalsestr 106A
NL-7642
LG Weirden
Netherlands
Hans-shipper@planet.nl

Sizemore, Phillip
7494 Hwy 48
Lineville, AL 36266
256-396-6164
sizmo_99yahoo.com
05/04

Starr, Merle
8900 Lemar Rd
Greencastle, PA 17225
717-597-7760
pigeon8900@comcast.net
01/04

Starr, Tim
8804 Ft. Loudon Rd
Mercerburg, PA 17236
717-328-9751
timstarr@comcast.net
01/04

Stephens, Leon
5238 La Madera Ave
El Monte, CA 91732-1263
taubensl@yahoo.com
01/04

Swanson, Mike
4800 Road 23
Ft Lupton, CO 80621
303-857-0985
01/05

Taupert, John
610 Spencer St SE
Medicine Hat, Alberta
TIA-1Y7 Canda
403-526-2676
01/04

Taylor, Richard
#6 701 11th Ave NE
Swift Current, Saskatchewan
S9H-4M5 Canada
306-778-3890
DST@sasktel.net
01/04

Tietze Bill
24901 Newport Ave
Prior Lake, MN 55372
612-461-2195
billtietze@cs.com
01/04

Toews, Todd
Box 434
Medicine Hat, Alberta
TIA-7G2 Canada
403-529-5053
01/05

Tucker, Tom
8357 Rt 11 South
Adams, NY 13605
tknctuch@westtel.com
01/04

Van Der Post, Paul
Vorrwillense Weg 1407
2806 ZG Gouda
Netherlands
01/04

Van Der Post, C.N.M
Methen 6a
6904 GN Zevenarr
Netherlands
01/04

Vasti, Don
20 Florence St
E. Patchogue, NY 11772
donbearhounds@aol.com
01/04

Volzke, Greg
13115 W 70th Street
Juniata, NE 68955-2138
01/04

Walsh, Frank
5386 Fir Ave,
Erne, CO 80516
303-828-2490
01/04

Wayne, Nathan
205 Rhode Island S
Minneapolis, MN 55426
763-545-7313
nwayne@dsb-cpa.com
01/04

Weisgram, Gloria
508 S 5th St
Moorhead, MN 56560
oldmkt@aol.com
01/04

West, Greg
85 Rose Ave.
Highland Heights, KY 41076
gawest@escocorp.com
08/04

Wolf, Reiner
Annaberger Str. 38
09488 Schonfeld
Germany
01/04

Wolfrahm, Dirk
Bashgasse 3
07907 Schleiz-Oschitz
Germany
01/04

Yeske, Elliot
21649 State Hwy 108
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
ejy2156@prtel.com
01/04

Yuhas, Glyn
86 Craven Place SE
Medicine Hat, Alberta
TIA-7T1 Canada
403-527-1011
01/05

Zahn, Werner
Wihelm Strasse 18
63179 Obertshausen
Germany
01/04

USC Officers for 2004-2006
President Merle Starr
Vice President Perry Mueller
Secretary Elliot Yeske
Canadian District Director John Taupert
Eastern District Director Alan Smith
Central District Director Bob Benson
Western District Director Dave Holloway

Results of the 2003 USC Annual Meet
Congratulations to Perry Mueller for winning the USC

Annual Meet in  Des Moines, IA.
Results of the meet are listed below. 92 birds were entered

and most were shown.
Champion Swallow & Best Silesian -
Blue Barless Silesian OH bred by Perry Mueller
Reserve Champion -
Blue Barless Silesian OC bred by Perry Mueller
Best Young Bird - Blue Check Silesian YH bred by Bob Benson
Best Fairy - Blue Spangle YH bred by Bob Benson
Best Fullhead - Black W/B bred by Bob Jakubowski
Best Thuringer Spot - Red Barless bred by John Taupert
Best Thuringer Fullhead - Blue Barless YH bred by Elliot
Yeske

Swallow and Color Pigeon Fanciers at the 2003 Pageant left to right top:
George DeLaNuez, Bill Lawson,  Tom McCaig, Bill Griebel Sr., Leon
Stephens, Steve Ball. Bottom: Nate Wayne, Bill Hawkinson, Gary Romig,
Darrell Martin, Mike Cobb.

Swallow Club Treasure’s Report
Fourth Quarter 2003

Previous Balance  1,808.64
Income:
Dues and Bands       92.00
Expenses:
Checking Service Charge        9.00
(Sept., Oct., and Nov.)
Nat’l Pigeon Assn’       90.00
(Book Ad.)
Nat’l Pigeon Assn’       20.00
(Club Dues)

Current Checking Balance 1,781.64



DREAM COME TRUE
by Dick Baker

 As most of you know, we have been working on bringing
Swallows back to the Rochester New York area.  It has finally
happened.  The Pigeon Fanciers Association of Rochester held
their annual show on November 16, 2003.  There were 59
Swallows shown out of the 900 birds there.

Most of the Swallows were the Silesian variety in red, yellow,
black, silver and blue barless, blue and silver checks, blue black
bars, red spangles, and cream bar.  In the Fairy section we had
red white bars, black white bars and one young cream bar.
There also were a couple full heads.  So you can see there was
a nice variety of color and patterns.

It sure got the interest of the other exhibitors, as the Swallow
section was the first thing you saw when you walked in the
door.  The Rochester Club supplied our area with a gazebo
type cage which Merle Starr volunteered to fill with some of
the breeds that he raises that we normally do not see in our
area. This brought a lot of attention to our area all day.  Bob
Fragoman’s silver barless took Best of Show.  Dick Baker got
Reserve with a silver check hen.  A full show report will be
sent in at a later date.

Merle Starr, the Eastern Director graciously volunteered to
be our judge as he is as interested in seeing Swallows return to
the east as we are.  He did a wonderful job judging and taught
us all a lot about showing Swallows.  He explained how he
was going to judge the Swallows with the rating system and
took the time to comment on every bird.  He had his com-
ments recorded on the back of every card so we could review
his comments later.  This was really helpful as we are all new
Swallow breeders and this information will be extremely
helpful.  Several times Merle commented “ there are some
great birds here, but they need to be put in show condition”.
After the judging was over, he showed us how that  pulling a
feather or two or trimming  a crest  sometimes could raise the
rating a whole point.

Everyone was well pleased with the job that he did.  His
comment was “ if you guys are going to put this much effort
into promoting Swallows, I will be glad to come back next
year to judge your show again”.  This made all of us very
pleased as we know how hard it is to get a qualified judge.

 The whole area where the Swallows were shown was
decorated with three large tables filled with all kinds of
Swallow information for which we received a $15 award.  We
had USC membership blanks, proposed standard, and several
past Bulletins. We also had some articles that were taken from
early American Pigeon Journals. Some were on the early days
of Swallow breeding in the Rochester area and the starting of
the first Swallow Club.  These items were what were displayed
on our information table.  On the decoration tables we
displayed two original M. Frank Cook paintings, a painting
done by Gloria Weisgram, two prints by Gary Romig, several
reprints of Cook paintings and a 1926 National Geographic
that had a very large article in it on pigeons, with one section

of it on Swallows.  There were several other Swallow related
items.  We also had two wonderful cobalt blue plates that had
Swallows etched on them,  made by Penny Smith. They had
to bee seen to be appreciated, she made three of them.  One
she gave to Merle Starr, one to me and the other was donated
to the Swallow Club raffle and was won by Robin Fragoman.
Merle donated a nice pair of red barless clean leg Swallows,
won by Herbie Baker.  The Baker family donated a pair of
blue checker muff spots, a copy of an M. Frank Cook paint-
ing, won by Allen Bitters and a gallon of natural apple cider
vinegar, won by Bob Fragoman.  This made for a successful
raffle taking in $76.  The best part of it was, Larry Morrison
won the pair of muff Swallows and came right over and signed
up to be a member of the United Swallow Club.  There were
four more people who wanted to become members and will as
soon as they come and get birds.  I have promised to give each
one of them two pair of Swallows to get started.  That will
make five new members from this show for the Central New
York area.

 The Rochester Democrat & Chronicle sent a reporter to
our show and he did a nice article. I have gotten at least one
call everyday since with questions about pigeons.  People are
interested but do not know where to get answers and help.

 Now I have kept the best part for last, I would like to thank
all the Swallow people that made this possible, without them
it would have not happened.  Penny and Al Smith, Scott and
Ann Coapman, Bob Fragoman, Allen Bitters, Joe Albrecht,
Dorothy Baker, and Herbie Baker for showing their birds.
Two other Swallow members, Bob Fish and Maylou Cook
who came to show their support, promised to try to have
Swallows to show next year.  A very special thanks goes to
Merle Starr, our Eastern Director for all the time and extra
effort he put forth to help make this a successful show.  Also a
thanks to the Swallow Club members who have supplied us
with all the birds to get started.  So you can see, a dream can
come true if enough people get behind it.  Swallows are once
again being shown in Rochester New York.

Display of Swallow Art at the Rochester Show. Photo by Dick Baker



Louisville, KY
Judge: Perry Mueller,
Saxon Fullhead Swallows (2)
Merle Starr YC1318 S
Merle Starr YH1481 G

Thuringer Fullhead Swallows (5)
Howard Angevine YC212 HS Best Fullhead
Tim Star YC285 S
Howard Angevine YH216 HS
Howard Angevine YH236 G
Tim Star YH367 S

Saxon Fairy Swallows (4)
Bob Benson YC701 G
George Krystina YH1859 G
George Krystina YH1849 HS1
Bob Benson YH735 HS2

Silesian Swallows (15)
Bob Benson YC706 E Champion
Bob Benson YC710 HS
Bob Benson YC537 S
Dale Jett YC537 G
Dale Jett YC543 G

Thuringer Spot (11)
Gerald Kress YC151 G
Howard Angevine YC237 S
Howard Angevine YC200 HS3
Tim Starr YC301 HS1
Tim Starr YC376 E Best Spot CL
Tim Starr YC379 HS2
Gerald Kress YH160 S
Gerald Kress YH161 G
Gerald Kress YH166 G
Howard Angevine YH246 G
Tim Starr YC391 G

National Young Bird Show
Perry Mueller

I had a great time at the Young Bird Show this year. The
weather was nice with the trees starting to turn colors. Its
always good to see everyone again. There were 37 birds
shown, most of them being Silesians. There were a lot
Cleanlegs in Spot and Fullhead markings.

As usual Bob Benson put in a nice entry of Blue & Silver
Checks and won the show with a Silver. I could not fault the

bird. So, I gave it a “E” rating. Howard Angivine and Merle
Starr looked the bird over and concurred. I thought the
quality was up this year.

Tim Starr showed a nice Red Barless Clean Leg Spot. I gave
that bird and “E” also. The Reds overall seem to be improv-
ing.

Next year we need to promote the show a little more. It
truly is a fall extravaganza.

Silesian Swallows (cont.)
Bob Benson YH727 HS3
Bob Benson YH715 HS1 Best Opp
Bob Benson YH728 G
Bob Benson YH702 S3
Greg Volzke YH1047 S2
Dale Jett YH539 S1
Dale Jet YH547 G
Dale Jet YH536 G
Bob Benson YH717 HS2
Bob Benson YH738 S4

Bob Benson
Champion at the NYBS
owner : Bob Benson
Rated E

Best CL Spot at the NYBS
owner : Tim Starr
Rated E



Best Silesian Swallow,
Blue W/B YH

bred by Darren Rafton

Ash Red Check Silesian
bred by Darren Rafton

Best Blue W/B Fairy
bred by Darren Rafton

I was invited by the Australian Color Pigeon Group to judge
swallows and Color Pigeons at the 2003 Australian National
Show in Melbourne last July. I turned down an invitation in July
2002 due to the birth of my first granddaughter and recom-
mended Hans Schipper who did the honors that year. Keith and
Joan Fitzgerald whom I stayed with for the duration of the show
met me at the Melbourne airport.

I was excited to make the trip for several reasons. It gave me a
chance so see old friends who visited the States and stayed with
me. Gave me a chance to see their large and wonderful country,
most of which was traveled by auto. Gave me a chance to stay
with families to see how they live and, of course, gave me a
chance to see the swallows and color pigeons of Australia.

There were more that 100 swallows in most colors and mark-
ings except fullheads. This was a typical swallow show in that
some color groups were more highly developed than others were
as we see here in North America and in Europe. The champion
swallow of the show was a wonderful Black W/B Fairy Old Hen.
This bird had super type, style, color and muffs and the bar
shape was great. The second best bird of the show was an excep-
tional blue W/B Silesian hen. Breeding import fairy blood with
Australian silesian blood created this bird.

The blue W/B fairy classes were the most impressive with the
most exhibitors involved. There were especially two young cocks
that impressed me and found out later that they were related to
the silesian hen mentioned above. One concern I had with this
class was that there were far too many birds with over-sized
rosettes and recommended these birds be eliminated from their
programs as time allowed.

The Color Pigeon group was a friendly bunch of blokes.
Darren Rafton had many good birds in several varieties and
colors. Darren imported birds several years ago and has
made the most of it. One thing I requested of Darren when
I sent the birds was that he make birds available to other
Aussie fanciers and I can say he’s done a great job of that.
Ron Wilton didn‚t show much in the Color Pigeon section
but when I visited his home he had several groups of color
pigeons that would have done well. I visited Richie Darling
and his father Terry at their home and they have some great
pigeons. Richie is the color pigeon breeder and is doing a
great job. He is also a genetics student and showed me
some neat andalusian and ash red W/B’s that were impres-
sive. Garry Jaques showed tremendous enthusiasm, work-
ing as the recording secretary for color pigeons and asked a

Aussie Color Pigeon Group (L-R) Darren Rafton, Bill Vost,
Ron Wilton, Garry Jaques, Richie Darling, Bruce Pengelly
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Champiom Swallow, Black W/B
OH bred by Darren Rafton

Best Clean Leg Swallow
bred by Darren Rafton
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million questions as we judged. Garry has blue W/B fairies
and has purchased a few blacks from Darren. Bill Vost
showed Schmalkaldners in black, which were of good quality
and in great condition. And Bruce Pengelly showed
Nuremberg Larks along with 3 other breeders and had
champion Clean Leg Color Pigeon with one of his Larks.
One of my biggest challenges was to judge 75 larks in three
markings; bar, barless and checker.

I want to take this opportunity to thank all those warm
and wonderful Aussies who made my trip down under
possible and to those who put me up

Blue Check Silesian Swallow
bred by Darren Rafton

Red White Bar Saxon Fairy Swallow
bred by Darren Rafton

Black Spangle
Saxon Fairy Swallow
bred by Darren Rafton
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